
  
 

County Services Committee Minutes 
Lee County, Illinois 
May 14, 2024 at 9:00 AM CDT 
Old Lee County Courthouse, Third Floor Boardroom, 112 E 2nd St, Dixon, IL 61021 

 
I. Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m., by Vice Chair Dean Freil.  
 

II. Committee Member Roll Call: Chair Jack Skrogstad, Vice Chair Dean Freil, Katie White, 
Ron Gascoigne, Reed Akre, Ali Huss  
 

Dean Freil, Katie White, Ron Gascoigne, and Reed Akre all attended in person. Ali Huss 
attended via Zoom. Jack Skrogstad was absent.  
 
Also present: Keane Hudson, Tom Kitson, and Mike Koppien (Board Members), Charley 
Boonstra (State’s Attorney), Jennifer Boyd (Assessor), Sami Elarifi (GIS Coordinator), 
Jeremy Englund (Administrator), Greg Gates (LOTS), Paul Gorski (IT Director), Alice 
Henkel (Zoning Administrator), Laura Mangrum (Deputy Zoning Administrator), Chris 
Tennyson (Regional Office of Education Superintendent), and Becky Brenner (Board 
Secretary) all attended in person. 
 

III. Public Attendees  
No members of the public were in attendance.  
 

IV. Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting - (April 9, 2024)  
Minutes from the April 9, 2024, County Services Committee Meeting were approved as 
presented without modification.  
 

V. Transportation/Solid Waste  
A. Monthly Report  

Dave Anderson was not able to attend the meeting but submitted a detailed 
report that will be attached to the minutes and included in the May County 
Board agenda packet.  
 

B. Highway Department  
1. Awarding of Bids from the May 13, 2024, Bid Letting for the Bradford 

Township Bridge Project  
 

Motion to award the bids received on May 13, 2024, which were 
presented to the committee, subject to the Highway Commissioner 
concurrence, as applicable, and IDOT review. Moved by Katie White. 
Second by Reed Akre. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

C. Solid Waste Management  
There were no action items under Solid Waste Management. 
 

VI. Assessor's Office - GIS Department  

 
 

https://app.onboardmeetings.com/220bf3328e474e939ac789d4db608f4f-1101/meetingDetail/c20b4865db2a4fada16b3295eca8e9bf-1101


  
 

A. Assessor's Office  
1. Monthly Report  

Jennifer Boyd walked the committee through the detailed report that 
she submitted. In the report, she covered in full the four (4) action items 
listed below. This report will be attached to the minutes and included in 
the May County Board agenda packet.  

 
2. Updated Intergovernmental Agreement Between Lee County and the City 

of Dixon  
 

Motion to move the updated Intergovernmental Agreement Between 
Lee County and the City of Dixon to the Executive Committee for 
inclusion on the May County Board agenda. Moved by Reed Akre. 
Second by Ron Gascoigne. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

3. Resolution in Support of House Bill 4512 
  

Motion to move the Resolution in support of House Bill 4512 to the 
Executive Committee for inclusion on the May County Board Agenda. 
Moved by Reed Akre. Second by Katie White. Motion passed 
unanimously by voice vote.  
 

4. Resolution to Reappointment Judy Truckenbrod to the Farmland 
Assessment Review Committee  
 

Motion to move the Resolution to Reappoint Judy Truckenbrod to the 
Farmland Assessment Review Committee to the Executive Committee 
for inclusion on the May County Board agenda. Moved by Reed Akre. 
Second by Ron Gascoigne. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

5. Resolution to Reappointment James D. Schielein to the Farmland 
Assessment Review Committee  
 

Motion to move the Resolution to Reappoint James D. Schielein to the 
Farmland Assessment Review Committee to the Executive Committee 
for inclusion on the May County Board agenda. Moved by Ron 
Gascoigne. Second by Reed Akre. Motion passed unanimously by voice 
vote.  
 

B. GIS Department (Geographic Information System)  
1. Monthly Report  

Sami Elarifi walked the committee through the detailed report that he 
submitted. The full report will be attached to the minutes and included 
in the May County Board agenda packet.  
 

VII. County Board  
Jeremy Englund reported the following information regarding the Broadband 
Breakthrough updates: 

• Surveys are being collected through May 20th. 



  
 

• On May 20th, U of I Extension will be tabulating all the data that will be used 
for any funding moving into the future. 

• Surveys will still be accepted after the deadline. These can be used for another 
round of funding that the County will be looking to access during the Fall. 

• 479 survey results were received, which exceeded the goal of 400, but Jeremy 
is hoping the total will be over 500 by May 20th.  

• Paul Gorski, IT Administrator, will be contacting different internet service 
providers that work in or around the County to inquire about any expansion 
proposal plans they may have and whether they will be trying to access some 
of the public funding. The County may look to partner with these providers.  
 

VIII. County Clerk and Recorder's Office  
A. Monthly Report  

Nancy Peterson was not able to attend the meeting, but submitted a detailed 
report that will be attached to the minutes and included in the May County 
Board agenda packet.   
 

IX. IT Department (Information Technology)  
A. Monthly Report  

Paul Gorski walked the committee through the detailed report submitted from 
the IT Department. This report will be attached to the minutes and included in 
the May County Board agenda packet.  
 

X. LOTS (Lee-Ogle Transportation System)  
A. Monthly Report  

Greg Gates walked the committee through the detailed report that he 
submitted from LOTS. This report will be attached to the minutes and included 
in the May County Board agenda packet.  
 

XI. ROE (Regional Office of Education #47)  
A. Monthly Report  

Chris Tennyson walked the committee through the detailed report that he 
submitted from ROE. This report will be attached to the minutes and included 
in the May County Board agenda packet. 
 

XII. Veterans Assistance  
There was no report from Veterans Assistance. 
 

XIII. Zoning / Planning  
A. Monthly Report  

Alice Henkel walked the committee through the detailed report that she 
submitted from the Zoning Office. This report included examples of violation 
notice letters that are being sent out by the office throughout the county along 
with an explanation for each type of notice. The full report with examples of 
the notices will be attached to the minutes and included in the May County 
Board agenda packet. 



  
 

Following the report from the Zoning Administrator, Laura Mangrum, gave the 
following floodplain updates: 

• Five (5) state floodplain violations have been cleared 
• An additional five (5) are awaiting state review 
• Entry into the CRS Program is going to be largely based on violation 

resolution 
• She has started doing community outreach for floodplain education  
• She applied for and won a full scholarship for the ASFPM National 

Conference in Salt Lake City from June 24 - June 28 
 

B. Petitions Going To the Zoning Board of Appeals - 2 Petitions  
1. Petition No. 24-P-1625 by Ameresco Lee County RNG, LLC. - See attached 

Zoning report for specific details and pin numbers.  
 

Motion to move Petition 24-P-1625 to the Executive Committee for 
inclusion on the May County Board Agenda. Moved by Katie White. 
Second by Ron Gascoigne. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 

2. Petition No. 24-P-1626 by Michael Doughty and Tammy Doughty - See 
attached Zoning report for specific details and pin numbers.  
 

Motion to move Petition 24-P-1626 to the Executive Committee for 
inclusion on the May County Board Agenda? Moved By Ron Gascoigne. 
Second by Reed Akre. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

C. Petitions Coming From the Zoning Board of Appeals - 2 Petitions  
1. Petition No. 24-P-1623 by Petitioner Irish Eyes Farms, LLC. See attached 

Zoning report for specific details and pin numbers.  
a. Resolution for Petition 24-P-1623 was presented to the committee 

at the time of the meeting. The full resolution will be included in 
the May County Board agenda packet.  
 

Motion to move the resolution for Petition 24-P-1623 to the 
Executive Committee for inclusion on the May County Board 
Agenda? Moved by Reed Akre. Second by Katie White. Motion 
passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

2. Petition No. 24-P-1624 by Richard Humphrey Jr. and Brenda Humphrey. 
See attached Zoning report for specific details and pin numbers.  

a. Resolution for Petition 24-P-1624 was presented to the committee 
at the time of the meeting. The full resolution will be included in 
the May County Board agenda packet. 
 

Motion to move the resolution for Petition 24-P-1624 to the 
Executive Committee for inclusion on the May County Board 
Agenda? Moved by Ron Gascoigne. Second by Reed Akre. 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 



  
 

D. Petitions Going To the Planning Commission - 1 Petition  
1. Petition No. 24-PC-76 by Lee County Zoning Office. See attached Zoning 

report for specific details and pin numbers.  
 

Motion to move Petition 24-PC-76 to the Executive Committee for 
inclusion on the May County Board Agenda? Moved by Reed Akre. 
Second by Katie White. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

E. Petitions Coming From the Planning Commission – None 
  

XIV. Unfinished Business  
There were no items under Unfinished Business.  
 

XV. New Business  
There were no items under New Business.  
 

XVI. Executive Session  
There was no request for an Executive Session.  
 

XVII. Adjournment  
Motion to adjourn at 9:51 a.m. Moved by Reed Akre. Second by Ron Gascoigne. 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

The next County Services Committee Meeting is scheduled for 
9:00 a.m., on Tuesday, June 11, 2024 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Becky Brenner - Board Secretary 

 



Lee County Highway Department  
Report to the County Services Committee – MAY 2024 

 
 

The following represents a report of notable Highway Department activities and explanations of 
requested board actions: 
 
 
Status of Current Projects 
 

• Bid Letting on 5/13/2024, bid tabulations are on the County Website.     
 
 
Other: 

• Normal springtime maintenance activities are ongoing (ditch cleanup, shoulder disking, 
repairing equipment from winter use, preparing equipment for summer maintenance, 
planning maintenance projects, etc.). 

• Preparing bid proposals and contracts for summer construction.  Layout for summer 
construction. Planning for 2025-2030 projects.  

• Contact work has begun.  We will be managing numerous construction projects totaling 
approximately $5.4M.  

• Phase I engineering has begun on the recent property under option for a new Highway 
Department facility.        

   
 
Board Action Items: 

• Award Bid for Bradford Township Bridge Project let on May 13, 2024.  
 
Solid Waste 
Electronics collection is now open on weekdays (excluding County holidays) from 8:00 am to 
3:00 pm.  The collection program will continue until November 1.        
 
 



 
 

Chief County Assessment Office/GIS Department 
Jennifer J Boyd,  

Chief County Assessment Officer and GIS Supervisor 
 

www.leecountyil.com 

MONTHLY ASSESSMENT OFFICE REPORT 
May 14, 2024 – County Services Committee 

 
 April 12th homestead exemption forms were mailed out to property owners for renewal of their 

exemptions.  Those exemptions have been coming back to our office steadily by mail and in person.  
Homestead exemption applications for the 2024 tax year are due by December 31st except for the 
Leasehold Application which has a deadline of July 1st.   
 

 Assessment Office recently posted a job listing for a full-time clerical position.   
• This position was formerly a 32 hour per week part-time position left unfilled while our office built 

back from two full-time vacancies.  The 2024 budget was approved for this position to increase 
from 32 hours per week to full-time (37.5 hours per week).   

• Applications are being reviewed and interviews will be scheduled in the next coming weeks. 
 

 Board of Review opening meeting is scheduled for June 13, 2024.  Member Jim Smith’s term ends May 
31,2024.  After 27 years on the Board of Review, Jim is retiring from his position.  We are exploring 
options for his replacement.   
 

 Farmland Assessment Review Committee will also have their annual meeting on June 13th, 2024.  Judy 
Truckenbrod and Jim Schielein’s terms are due for reappointment this year.  Resolutions for their 
reappointments are attached. 

 
 Intergovernmental Agreement between Lee County and City of Dixon for GIS hosting services has 

been updated. The new Agreement has been reviewed and approved by our State’s Attorney and the 
City of Dixon’s legal counsel.   

• Board Action Request with updated Intergovernmental Agreement is attached.  
• Original Agreement was signed in 2018.   
• Due to the increase in costs since 2018, the 2024 Agreement reflects an increase in fees from 

$25,000 annually to $28,000 annually. 
• For consistency the new agreement will automatically be renewed on an annual basis with a 3% 

increase in fees each year.  This is a model we use for the townships that contract with us for 
assessment work also has worked well in that scenario.   

 
 Resolution Supporting Illinois House Bill 4512 (HB4512).    

• IL State Representative, Cyril Nichols has proposed HB4512 and it was passed to the Rules 
Committee on January 1, 2024.   

• I am asking the County Board to pass a Resolution in support of this bill. (Board Action Request 
with Resolution Attached).  

• If passed, HB4512 would allow counties to fulfill property assessment publication mandate by 
posting the information on their website. 

 With newspaper subscriptions declining, website publication would reach more 
taxpayers.   

 Parcels are cumbersome to locate in a newspaper listing, often being misinterpreted 
by the reader. 

 Information published in the newspaper listing is limited to parcel number, assessed 
value and owner name.   

  



 
 

Chief County Assessment Office/GIS Department 
Jennifer J Boyd,  

Chief County Assessment Officer and GIS Supervisor 
 

www.leecountyil.com 

 Change of Assessment Notices are mailed mandated publication parcels. 
• Notices are mailed to the mailing address of the property directly. 
• There is more complete information in the Notices including Property Type, 

Prior Year and Current Year Assessment, Reason for Change, Total 
assessed and Fair Market Value, Homestead Exemptions available and 
applied, township assessor contact information and Deadline to File an 
Appeal of the assessment 

• Lee County Website has up to date tax record information available currently 
that can be searched for by name, address, or parcel number. 
 

• Illinois State Association of Counties has issued a Position Statement in support of HB4512. 
ISACo defines the current law and proposed change in their Position Statement in the excerpt 
below.  Full Position Statement attached. 

 
 

• For the above listed reasons, I am asking this Resolution to be passed for the benefit of our 
taxpayers and Lee County.  If passed an average of $9,000 per year would go back into the 
County Funds to be used for something of more value to the taxpayers. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jennifer Boyd, CIAO 
Chief County Assessment Officer/GIS Supervisor 



 
 

 
Old Lee County Courthouse, 112 E. Second St., Dixon, IL 61021   

GIS Department 

www.leecountyil.com 

Monthly GIS Department Report 
May 9, 2024 

 
 

 

The GIS Department has been working on: 
 

• Processing parcel splits and combination requests for March 2024. 

• Conducting site visits and virtual meetings for the broadband breakthrough project. 

• Maintaining and updating land use, zoning, and other GIS layers. 

• Updating 911 and NG911 address points, road centerlines, and responders’ zone layers. 

• Mapping field inspection photos and creating web apps for quadrennial reassessment. 

 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Sami Elarifi  
GIS Coordinator 

 

 

 

 





 
 

 
Old Lee County Courthouse, 112 E. Second St., Dixon, IL 61021  •   Phone: 815-285-8166  •   pgorski@countyoflee.org 

IT Department 
Paul Gorski, IT Director 

www.leecountyil.com 

May 13, 2024 

IT Board Report – May 2024 

1. Please welcome Travis Null to the Lee County IT department.  
Travis fills a recent vacancy in the department and comes to us after a short BEST Inc. internship. 
Travis, Jonathan and I now make up the IT department. 
 
2. Please congratulate Jonathan Henrikson on his three-year anniversary with the county.  
Jonathan has worked for the county more than three years, but his first six months was a BEST Inc. 
intern. Jonathan is a real asset to the IT department and Lee County. 
 
3. A reminder to board members, the Lee County IT department is comprised of Jonathan, Travis and 
myself. We also have a server service and support agreement with our valued business partner 
Syndeo, Inc, and we have a partnership with Crowdstrike, Inc. and the State of Illinois in assisting 
with valuable cybersecurity protection. In addition, Mike McBride of 911 assists us with support and 
maintenance of computer hardware and software that is deployed to Lee County staff that is inte-
grated with computer systems he maintains at 911. 
 
4. Current IT projects include: 
- Old Courts – Backing up and decommissioning older servers, migrating data to newer servers. Yes, 
Still. This will take a little while. 
- LEC – Wrapping up a variety of smaller, miscellaneous projects 
- New Courts – Starting to deploy grant-funded computers for New Courts 
- New Courts – Investigating evidence storage needs for SAO. A heads up to the board: this may 
involve a special capital request this year or a budgeted capital request for next year. 
 
5. Upcoming projects include: 
- New Courts - Coordinate IT upgrades to 4th floor court room build out with Courts staff, SAO and 
Maintenance. I understand this work could start any day now. 
- LEC – Deploy New laptops/Toughbooks and Microsoft Word on tablets. 
- Organize Cybersecurity response team and response team plan. 
 
Contact me with any questions. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Paul Gorski 
IT Director 
Lee County, IL 
815-285-8166 
pgorski@countyoflee.org 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Report to County Services Committee of Lee County Board 
May 14, 2024 | 9:00 AM 

 
 
 
1) ROLLING THREE MONTHS OF RIDERSHIP DATA (February 1, 2024 – April 30, 2024) 

 
 February, 2024 March, 2024 April, 2024 Total for Period 
RIDES 8,118 7,149 9,063 24,330 
SERVICE HOURS 2,481 2,276 2,866 7,623 
MILES OF SERVICE 69,573 63,307 78,669 211,549 
FUEL COST $28,426.43 $23,799.59 $21,256.77 $73,482.79 

 
 
2) DEVELOPMENTS  

 
a) Reagan Mass Transit District 

i) Finalizing arrangements for the LOTS transition to Reagan Mass Transit District, which will be 
official with the closing with Lee County on June 28, 2024. 

ii) RMTD will be live as of July 1, 2024. 
iii) The Definitive Agreement, outlining the transition of assets to RMTD, has been approved by the 

Lee County Board and the Ogle County Board. 
 

b) Budget/Contracts for FY 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025) 
(1) FY 2025 Contract Applications have been submitted to IDOT. 
(2) Contractual amounts for State Fiscal Year 2025 are as follows:   

(a) 5311 Contract: $283,450  
(b) 5311F Contract (I-88): $1,100,000 
(c) 5311F Contract (I-39): $929,606  
(d) DOAP Contract: $1,867,008 

 
c) Rural Winnebago County Transit Services 

i) Work continues on arrangements for RMTD to be the operator of the public transportation 
services in rural (western side) Winnebago County.  

ii) Launch of the new service area is anticipated for July 1, 2024.  
iii) An Intergovernmental Agreement with Winnebago County is being completed to formalize the 

provision of transportation services.  
(a) Winnebago County has formally requested three (3) vehicles from IDOT to be used in 

that county.  
(b) The contractual budget proposed by IDOT for this new service is as follows: 

(i) 5311 Contract: $207,864 
(ii) DOAP Contract: $798,728 

 
d) Feasibility Studies: Dixon and Rochelle 

i) RLS and Associates is continuing work on Feasibility Studies for Dixon and Rochelle.  
ii) The Feasibility Studies’ Public Survey has closed. Awaiting tabulation of results. 
iii) Next Technical Assistance Committee Meetings are scheduled for this month 

(1) TAC Committees will begin consideration of potential fixed routes for the cities. 
(2) The studies are running concurrently with completion expected by end of August, 2024. 

 
e) Hydrogen Fuel Feasibility Study 

i) LOTS submitted an application on the feasibility of hydrogen fuel cell vehicles in rural public 
transportation system. Proposal was submitted is to the State Planning and Research division of 
IDOT.  
 



210 East Progress Drive, Dixon, IL  61021   |   (815) 288-2117   www.lotsil.org 

f) LOTS Awarded Funding to Complete SPR Funding on Transportation Needs 
i) A contract between Lee County and State Planning and Research of IDOT has been executed for 

this two-year project with a budget of $243,594.  
ii) This project will look at the general “transportation needs” of residents in Lee and Ogle Counties.  
iii) LOTS will partner a Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) for a university partner to assist with SPR 

grant activities.  
 

g) Vehicle Procurement 
(1) Lee County / LOTS received word from IDOT that its 2022 CVP Application was awarded 6 of 

the 10 proposed vehicles. 
(a) The vehicles, which will likely come in 2025, include two (2) minivans and four (4) light 

duty buses. Total value of these vehicles is more than $600,000. 
(2) LOTS collaboration with IDOT on a federal proposal to the Low/No Emission Grants. 

(a) LOTS will procure two (2) electric buses via this proposal  
(3) LOTS has submitted the order for two (2) electric vehicles to the Michigan Department of 

Transportation.  
 

h) Architectural/Engineering Firm / Oregon facility construction 
i) Pre-award concurrence has been received from IDOT. Larson and Darby, an architectural firm 

out of Rockford, has been secured for the A&E process.  
ii) Architectural and Engineering firm has provided us with a 95% complete design of the Oregon 

facility. This project is part of LOTS application under REBUILD Round 1 
 

i) Architectural/Engineering Firm / Addition to Dixon Facility 
i) An architectural and engineering firm – Willett Hoffman – was selected for the addition project 

on to the Reagan Transit Center.  
ii) Project includes development of new offices at Reagan Transit Center and secured file 

room/storage room. Geothermal and Solar technologies will be incorporated into complex 
iii) This project is part of LOTS application under REBUILD Round 2 

 
 
3) OPERATIONAL AND CAPITAL RELATED DEVELOPMENTS 

 
a) Capital Funding / REBUILD Round 1 

i) Application includes Construction of new Oregon location 
ii) Furnishings and equipment for Oregon facility 
iii) Implementation of video surveillance cameras into 17 of LOTS’ buses and minivans (completed) 
iv) Three (3) new buses (Ford transit type vehicles) 

 
b) Capital Funding / REBUILD Round 2 

(1) Notice of State Award being processed by IDOT 
(2) LOTS Proposal will allow for the following: 

(a) Two electric vehicles for use in the LOTS system 
(b) Three (3) new offices at Reagan Transit Center and secured file room/storage room 
(c) Develop new Conference Room between Reagan Transit Center and Mechanical Bay 
(d) Geothermal and Solar technologies will be incorporated into complex 

 
c) Capital Funding / REBUILD Round 3 

i) IDOT announced that Lee County/LOTS will receive $62,500 for the purchase of 2 service vehicles  
ii) The original proposal included the following:  

(1) Add 72-feet onto the existing bus barn at Reagan Transit Center,  
(a) This will provide for an additional twelve (12) slots for buses 

(2) Add another bay onto the existing mechanical building 
(3) Purchase service vehicles including one for maintenance 



 
 

  
Regional Office of Education Report 

  
May 2024 

 
Regional Offices of Education and Intermediate Service Centers are entrusted with 

assessing compliance of local school districts and recognized non-public schools in the 
state of Illinois. This process consists of a systematic review of district documentation 
and recording compliance with state and federal laws and Illinois School Code. The 

resulting designation is reported on the state website and as part of the Illinois Report 
Card. The compliance process is seen as an opportunity to improve operations and 

support the programs that deliver quality educational experiences to students. We rotate 
which school districts go through the full compliance audit on a 4 year cycle. This year 
so far we have completed the full compliance audit for Sterling School District, Saint 
Annes in Dixon,  and Kings School District.  We have yet to complete Eswood and 

Crestons compliance audits.  
  

Professional Learning & Educational Services 
  

Current Programs - Office of Professional Learning & Educational Services 

Induction & Mentoring 

Community Partnership Grant/IDPH Trauma Grant 

Education Pathway Endorsement 

Manufacturing, Health Science & Agriculture Endorsement Programs 

Elevating Special Educators 

School Improvement & Strategic Planning 

School Improvement Cooperative (instructional coaching, training, networking) 

Social Emotional Learning/Trauma/Youth Mental Health First Aid/TRS I-A 

Early Childhood Professional Learning 



 
 

Family Education & Engagement 

NEXUS Family Support Services 

Student Attendance 

 

Office of Professional Learning & Ed Services: Professional Learning & School 
Improvement 

 
● Our summer learning schedule has launched!  
● May 1-May 10th is our Marigold week! The Marigold Award is an annual award in honor 

of our friend, Jen Banks, a beloved teacher and ROE 47 school improvement coach who 
passed away as the result of a tragic automobile accident in December 2015. Her love 
for learning and the students that she worked with was an inspiration to many. Jen’s 
positive, supportive, and energetic attitude nurtured those around her and helped them 
to grow. In celebration of Jen’s life and dedication to learning, ROE 47 has created an 
award in her honor. As Jen worked with many elementary and middle schools in the 
Sauk Valley area, this award is open to PK-8 Whiteside County teachers, para-
educators & administrators. Marigolds exist in our schools - encouraging, supporting and 
nurturing teachers. They are leaders in their community, classrooms, and families. They 
have a love of learning and sharing that learning with others. This year, we recognize 
39 nominees in our Whiteside county schools. Each nominee will receive a 
certificate, a copy of their nomination letter and a marigold. The overall winner will 
receive a basket of marigolds, a book, a certificate and copy of their nomination letter, 
and a $100 Amazon gift card to build their classroom library.  

● 8 students earned their Education Pathway endorsement and were recognized at our 
annual Education Symposium at Sauk Valley College. The day featured a scavenger 
hunt, educational breakout sessions for students, visits with college departments of 
education, a keynote by Pathway alum Madison Cumberland, and endorsement 
recognition. 

● The Office of Professional Learning & Ed Services has or will submit the following 
competitive grant applications to meet the needs of students, educators, families, and 
communities: ISBE Computer Science grant, R3 grant, Early Childhood PFAE grant, 
Education Pathways Round 5 grant, and the Truancy and Alternative Learning 
Opportunities grant.  

● Our Community Partnership Advisory groups will meet May 3rd to engage in strategic 
planning to support trauma informed communities and social emotional learning in Lee, 
Ogle & Whiteside counties. The Knowledge Center at Chaddock will facilitate these 
community conversations.  

● A full schedule of Professional Learning is available on our website: www.roe47.org 
● ROE 47 School Improvement team staff members are working intensively with six 

districts on continuous school improvement.  

http://www.roe47.org/


 
 
● Trauma 101 and Youth Mental Health First Aid Training is available for registration on 

our website. This training is available to ALL - educators, community members, 
agencies, and businesses. 

● Professional Learning is excited to share that we are launching a third Science of 
Reading cohort and a new Science of Math cohort for the fall of 2024. Science of Math 
training is provided through a subgrant from Math for ALL with funding from the US 
Department of Education. 

● One session remains in our Empowered Educators Series 
○ May 15: Classroom Wrap Up: 10 Things to Take with You 

 

Office of Professional Learning & Ed Services: Parent Engagement & Community 
Outreach 

 
● To date, ROE 47 has 136 partners on its IRIS referral platform. There have been 

2550 referrals and 1440 families served. 
● Family Educators and the Coordinated Intake Specialist have attended over 36 

community events and reached over 10,000 families with parent-child activities, 
educational materials, and links to EC programs and community services through our 
IRIS referral platform. In FY24, from July 1 - April 30, 2024 the office has hosted or 
participated in community events that facilitated parent-child interaction and heightened 
awareness of EC opportunities, including:  
○ Lee County Baby Shower (8 families) 
○ Sterling Hot Dog Days (400 participants) 
○ Back to School Bash (125 participants) 
○ Paw Paw Back to School Bash (100 participants) 
○ Taste of Fiesta (Sterling) (500 participants) 
○ Prophetstown BlockFest (11 children) 
○ Polo Library - October 3  (12 families) 
○ Ogle County Baby Shower (75 families) 
○ Polo Library - October 24: (12 families)  
○ Trunk or Treat - Sterling (October 25): 500 children 
○ Trunk or Treat - Dixon (October 25): 475 children  
○ Build A Pet Clubhouse - November 4: 31 children  
○ PLT Preschool Parent Education Event - November 6: 27 parents  
○ Polo Christmas - December 2: 190 children  
○ Sterling Sites & Sounds - December 1: 450 children  
○ Blockfest (Sterling Public Schools Early Childhood): 18 families 
○ Blockfest (Oregon) - January 20: 12 families, 25 children 
○ Empowered Parents Session 1 - January 22: 15 caregivers 
○ Virtual Baby Shower - January 24: 8 new & expectant mothers; 9 community 

organizations 
○ Build A Pet Clubhouse - February 10: 33 children  
○ Empowered Parents Session 2 - February 12: 12 caregivers 



 
 

○ Rochelle Hub Family Engagement Night - February 15: 75 children and 
caregivers 

○ Blockfest Amboy - March 1: 22 children  
○ Amboy PFA & Kindergarten Family Night: 50 caregivers and children 
○ Byron for Parent University - March 12: 11 caregivers 
○ Empowered Parents Session 3 - March 18: 14 caregivers 
○ Blockfest Riverdale Preschool - March 18-21: 60 caregivers  
○ AFC Family Connections Night: 15 caregivers and children 
○ Building Brains (Sterling): 9 participants 
○ Building Brains (Byron): 30 participants 
○ Building Brains (Dixon): 14 participants 

 
● Our family educators hosted their first Parent Cafe in April. Additional sessions and 

topics will continue throughout the summer (see flier below). 
● A social emotional lending library has been established that contains Blockfest, Mindful 

Trails, family engagement activities and Slumberkins resources.  These items are 
available for check out to schools and agencies.  We have 10 Mindful Trails, 15 
Slumberkins StoryWalks, 15 Slumberkins Big Books, and Slumberkins books with 
stuffed animals, as well as a number of games and activities.  To date, materials have 
been used for school wide student learning opportunities, staff professional 
development, community/school events, and school/community family engagement 
events. 

● Family educators have consulted with school staff to help design engagement events, 
provide support before events, and supply materials to be used at events. 

● A monthly digital family newsletter has been developed and deployed through Mail 
Chimp on a monthly basis. Newsletters include parenting information, community family 
events, early childhood programming and service information, and other important links. 
Parents/caregivers can subscribe to the ROE Family Newsletter at 
https://mailchi.mp/2cde621b466f/family-sign-up 

● Over 2,000 community outreach bags have been distributed to area schools, preschools, 
food banks, and shelters.  Outreach bags include a personal care item, information on 
family events and community resources, community agencies, a parent-child activity 
card, and an activity for parents and children to do together that is focused on social 
emotional learning, self-care, math, and/or literacy.  Parent/child conversation starters, 
learning activities, and other materials are compiled covering a variety of age ranges and 
needs. 

● Early Childhood and Family Education team members have assisted with spring early 
childhood screenings in partnership with our ROE 47 school districts. 

● EC staff hosted their first monthly developmental screening May 2nd.  
 
 

Office of Professional Learning & Ed Services: Social Media 

https://mailchi.mp/2cde621b466f/family-sign-up


 
 
The department’s social media presence continues to grow. Like our page on Facebook 
(Regional Office of Education #47) and download our ROE47 App for weekly teacher talks, 
instructional tips, news, giveaways, updates & more! Follow us on Twitter @RegionalOffice47 
 
Want to hear from educators & students in the classroom? Check out our Teacher Talks on 
YouTube! We have an extensive library of 153 videos (and growing) in our collection! 

 
 
Upcoming Events 

 

  



 
 

  

  

Summer Learning & Family Engagement 



 
 

  

  



 
 

  

  



 
 

  

 

 



 
 

  

  



 
 

 

 

Office of Professional Learning & Ed Services: Professional Learning Events 
 
Check out ALL of our opportunities HERE 

MAY 2024 
Events 

  

   
5/1/2024 Illinois Performance Evaluation Retraining: 

Student Growth (Admin Acad #3000) 
Online 
(Zoom) 

5/3/2024 Trauma-Informed Community Planning SVCC 
(In-
person) 

5/7/2024 Developing Leadership in Special 
Education (Year One) 

SVCC 
(In-
person) 

5/8/2024 Teacher Evaluation Recertification - 
Gathering Evidence During Observations 

ROE #47 
(In-
person) 

https://www.roe47.org/page/pl-opportunities-workshops
https://forms.gle/qNVn8gckN5BUiWqG8
https://forms.gle/qNVn8gckN5BUiWqG8
https://forms.fillout.com/t/vUvAVnsZmnus?id=recqKXuX1UcwAOHsc
https://forms.gle/qzddE4x8DUJ6ZPkc9
https://forms.gle/qzddE4x8DUJ6ZPkc9
https://forms.gle/s1qUjLcruVQSDPoJA
https://forms.gle/s1qUjLcruVQSDPoJA


 
 

and Conferencing Using the Danielson 
Model (Admin Acad #1801) 

5/15/2024 Principal Evaluator Competency Skill 
Building for Pre-Qualified Principal 
Evaluators (Admin Acad #1865) 

Online 
(Zoom) 

5/15/2024 Empowered Educator Series Online 
(Zoom) 

 
April 2024 Participants - 241 

Tuesday, April 2 
Ed Pathways Cohort 4 @ 3:15 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, April 9 
Targeted Improvement to Meet the Need of Diverse Learners @ ROE #47 
Ed Pathways Cohort 2 & 3 @ 3:15 p.m. 
LETRS Training @ 3:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, April 10 
Whole Child, Whole Life (Spring Book Study) @ 3:30 p.m. 
Special Educators Cohort @ 3:30 pm  

Thursday, April 11 
Administrator Networking Session @ SVCC 

Tuesday, April 16 
Trauma Basics @ ROE #47  

Wednesday, April 17 
School Counselors & Social Workers Networking Session @ ROE 47 
Deanery School Improvement Networking Session @ Newman Catholic High School 
Empowered Educators Series @ 3:30 pm 

Thursday, April 18 
Librarians & School Library Media Specialist Networking Session @ 3:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 23 
Instructional Support Educators Networking @ ROE #47 

Wednesday, April 24 
Preschool Family Support Specialist Networking Session @ 9:00 am 
New Teacher Cadre @ 3:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, April 25 
Social Science Quarterly Networking Session @ ROE #47 

https://forms.gle/s1qUjLcruVQSDPoJA
https://forms.gle/s1qUjLcruVQSDPoJA
https://forms.gle/8qL17vbNE9iZogkk7
https://forms.gle/8qL17vbNE9iZogkk7
https://forms.gle/8qL17vbNE9iZogkk7
https://forms.gle/kWXVXZGLofevdwNo7


 
 
Friday, April 26 
Transitional Math Spring Networking Session @ SVCC 

Tuesday, April 30 
Developing Leadership in Special Education (Year Two) @ SVCC 
Trauma Basics @ Lee County Courts Building 
Creating a Trauma-Informed School Culture (Admin Acad) @ 8:30 am 
 

 
 
 
 
April 2024 in Photos: 
 

  

  



 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the News… 
Elizabeth Clarida earns Education endorsement 

 
Posted Wednesday, April 24, 2024 3:41 pm 

By Brandon LaChance, Editor 
Amboy senior Elizabeth Clarida walked across the Sauk Valley Community Stage 
Friday, April 19 to accept her certificate for her Pathways Education 
endorsement. 
“Receiving my Education Pathways endorsement was an incredibly rewarding 
experience. Through this journey, I created a science club, worked with my 
classmates, and was able to student teach in a classroom, solidifying my path 
towards becoming a teacher. I’m very proud of this achievement and highly 
recommend the program to any aspiring educators.”  



 
 
 
 

 

Office of Professional Learning & Ed Services: NEXUS 

 
 
  



 
 
 

Office of Professional Learning & Ed Services: Student Attendance Support 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Parents as Teachers First Years 

A monthly feature of our PAT program are group connection activities.  
These activities provide an opportunity for families to meet and connect 
with each other and with other service providers in their communities.  In 
March, we took field trips to the Oregon and Rochelle fire stations.  The 
children had fun visiting with the firemen and checking out the equipment.  
Thank you so much to these community service providers for hosting our 
families! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Outreach Program 
 

As we approach the end of the school year, the Education Outreach Program is preparing 
students for what is to come.  Our classes are held two days per week from August to June 30th.  
Our program will take July to organize and restructure to better serve individuals.  EOP staff will 
work hard over the summer months to coordinate with individuals on their needs, whether that be 
studying, job search assistance, community referrals or post-secondary enrollment.  

Intake meetings for new student enrollment will come to a close in April and will reestablish 
again in July. EOP has been actively meeting with new potential students throughout the month 
of April and will host Orientation and Enrollment for 3 new students bringing our new student 
enrollment total to 24 for the 23-24 school year. 

EOP also would like to recognize Rian for earning their Illinois High School Diploma! 
Congratulations Graduate in completing your testing and State Requirements.  

The Education Outreach Program will be holding our own Graduation Ceremony on Friday, 
June 7th at the Regional Office of Education #47.  Students will not only receive recognition and 
praise for earning their Illinois High School Diploma but will also have the opportunity to invite 
family and friends to experience this with.  They will be formally recognized and presented with 
their caps and gowns as they receive their honors.   

 

 

McKinney Vento Homeless Program 



 
 

 
School Districts have been working a great deal with our students that are seniors and their next 
steps following graduation.  College, trade schools, the workforce are just some of the topics 
and areas they are helping their students make forward progress in.  School on a daily basis is 
the stable place for some of our M/V students, therefore, work is being done to create the best 
possible summer arrangements for our students.  The district staff are working hard as always 
to support our M/V students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional Center for Change 
Pictures are worth a thousand words! See below for some of the amazing, inspiring, and 
exciting times at C4C throughout the school year! 
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